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MOST EXTRAVAGANT WOMEN

NEW YOornw 110 PLACE WHERE
THEY MAKL THE MONEY FLY.

M50.000 a Year Not Much
Enterinining,  M10,000
Clothes Necepilons
GO, Suhies YWoardh
York Stamdards Yot dlatehed by oy
alty In P urope D hanges wacinl
Customs flere oo Che foastIwenty Years,

to Mpend for
LAtile  for
That Cost K2
A0 0 New

The increasing splendor of New York's
wealthy people in their clothos, their houses,
their plaas iros, ther eotertainments . ond
the cost of muaintaning this splendor are
[)t)pnlur toyie e just now with persons both
n and out of fa-hionable society, both in

this and in other countries, for the fame

of New York's prodigal expenditura cerossed

the ocean long o4

A disctission of (hewp topies always de-
velops a hLig differenca of opinion, Old
World fashionablex, for instance, lean to
the opinion that, take themall inall, wealthy
Americans are the most recklessiy extravis
ant people on earth, and Americans who
vave lived for months at 2 time in KEuropean

capitals and are quite at home in fash-
fonable society ol other countries agree
with this opinion. Saill one of the latter

the other day

“The expenditiires of New York's wealthy
women indicate an avpalling extravagance
pnot equalled i any other conntry.”

Descendant=  of  the R nickerbockers
who helped to shape New vork's early
history sometimes shake their heads warn-
ingly and hint that fate which
overtook other high living, recklessly ex-

the same

travacont countries in the dong ago will
eventually overtake New York. To their
minds the emutation among New  York

fashiongbles who wear costly clothes and
exhibit them sthior medinms proves
that sgoner or lat-r they will tie up every
dotlar of surplus capital in finery and fur-
nishings. in fur brid-i-brac
racing machines

For the mo-t |
conservative elein

the comparatively

hy

lives, and
¥t it = the alder, more
ntin fashionable society,
rmall  section  blest
with tmore famil than dollars, that
entertains this view,  Youuger and richer
and  pertaps less pedigres d wenerations
ure not rri that The fate
of elfete monarch s of Hgo
left ont of their cal

f e

W oon score

eenturies 1=

ulations,

“Pshaw,” they =av, “what parailel do
those old countries ofler for America? |
America i= unie, Never before  was

there a democracy which maltiphied over
and over again its millionaire class in less
than a quarter of a century.  Never before
was there a city fite New York which in-
cludes multi-millionaires by the dozen in
ite population.  Wealthy New Yorkers are
Javish, but not extravagant spenders, and
their lavisoness is justified.”

Naturally the average New York woman,
wealthy or well to do. prefers the latter

view., Talk with any woman of the fash-
fonable clags and shie soouts the adea that
ghe hersolf s extravarant. even while
admitting that some of her irends may

be. Most of these woman laugh at a com
parison of past and present sple dor in
New York's clotves and styie of living.

Said one, whose clothes are the despair of
her enemies’
CHANGLD sOCLAll

“Compatad with her great-grandmother
the up to date wornan does seem to be
spendthrift,  But think of how differently
ghe lives.

“[ remember heing taken when a small
child to call at the house of Commodore
Yanderbilt in Wa=hington plice, considered
a handsome dwelling in days, and
there were horsehair chairs and gofas @
the drawing room. which was heated with
a big stove, [ presume that three or gl
servants were ample to look after the entire
establishment,

“Before the late Willlam H. Vanderbilt
moved into his new house at Fifty-first
gtreet and Fifth avenue his meénage was of
the most modest description, and even after
taking possc:sion of his new home | can't
remember that the family gave even one
entertainment which would be called smart
in these days.

“The late Corneling Vanderbilt and his
wife, both before and after moving into the
palace they built at Fifty-seventh street
and Fifth avenue, lived unostentatiously
It was not till the eldest daughter, now
Mrs. Harry Payne Whitney, was almost
grown up that they did more than give
family dinners and days at home,
Mrs, Vanderhilt, despite her wealth, cared
not at all for fine clothes,

“Mistress of one of handsomest
houses in New York, she continued to dress
plainly rather than richly and the sum
the family =pent in entertaining wouldn't
make much of a hole in even a very small
fortune. This circums=tatice is often quoted
to her credit when comparing the mode of
life of the older and the younger genera-
tions of Vanderbilts, although some of us
think the younger, !

STANDARDS,

Lihwo=e

the

considering the size of
their fortunes, are far moere consistent in
their spending - for no one can accuse Mrs,
Vanderbilt's Cornelius, Alfred and
Reeinald Vanderbiit, or their wives of being
parsimonions, of showmg any distaste
for fine clothes,

EH N

or

“RBy many Mrs. Cornelins Vanderhilt is |

considered the best dressod woman in New

York. She spends fabulous sums on her
clothosand getsthe worth of her money, too,
evere time Asa resuit, when Prince Tlenry
vizted New York he openly expressod his
admiration for her costumes, and German
royalty, with which Mrs Carnelins has
gince hobnobbed, shares Prince Henry's
opinion—and ju=ti

“T doub if the warde f any member
of the German tnperu famils could touch
in style orcost that of M- Cornelins Vander-
bilt. In all probalility her mother-in-law
Mrs. Vanderbilt, when a voung matron
gpent a twenticth part or less of the sam
Mrs Cornelin=spend-on her clotd Novers
theless, in my opinion. the latter doesn't
gpend a cent too il She n afferd
to spend the money, =0 wiv should she
not”
BOYALTY NOT TO BE COMPARED WITH NEW

YORIL WOMEN
*Speaking of rovalty, [ heve a friend who

and |

guma costirns mora than two or three
tim I must confess that unless a gown
i« porfoctly fresh it has no charms for me,
Sl that no matter how handsome it may
be | tira of the sight of it in one season,

“By the way, in talking about the New
York woman's extravagance, a good many
persans separite ontirely her clothes and
her houte, whereas the principal reason
why some New York women now pet ten
gowns where they nsed to buy one is that
their husbands have built mansions and
furniched them like palaces almost, There
Fare now hundreds of superb houses in this
city which were not thought of twanty years

According to New York ideas of con-
¢irtency a woman who lives in a palace
must dress like a queen, be attired elegantly
every day and at all hours of the day."

THE CLOTHES AND THE HOUBE.

“Which costs the more, a fashionable
woman's clothes or her entertainments?”
the speaker was asked.
| “Sometimes one, sometimes the other.
IMr~ Blink, who entertains handsomely
{ almost the year round, told me that she

managed with $2,000 a month. That does
i not inchude the servants' pay roll, and she

keeps twenty servants in her New York
house.

“Few of the newer houses can be run
with less than twenty servants—many of
them employ twenty-five or twenty-
seven. | cannot manage with fewer than
five servants for the dining room alone,

! and no one can who entertains constantly
! and has a quantity of silver in use all the
| time, This one item alone shows the differ-
| ence between the scale of living now and
| twenty-five years ago, when flve or six
| wervants were considered a satisfactory
| euipment for even a fashionable New
| York household.
| “If a hostess wants to give two or three
l musicales of a season or a musical pro-
{ gramme after several of her dinners or a
| cotillon or two in the season with hand-
| some favors, $2,000 a month will not go very
! far. Catillon favors for 200 persons may
| e had for $1,000, but they are more likely
| to cost 85,000 and may easily mount up to
a8 much again. Frequently as much as
$20,000 is spent on a single entertainment.
: “Have an operatic star or two as an after-
| piece to a dinner and you jump away past
| the 81,000 mark at once, exclusive of floral
! decoration, on which $500 may be spent
! without ".aving anything remarkable to
show for it. MeConnell, who sold flowers
{ to society twenty-three years ago, told
me the other day that when he first started
in business 850 worth of flowers at a dinner
was considered wildly extravagant and
i that an order of that size was far less
| frequent than a $500 order is now.
| “For one thing orchids and American
| Beauty roses at $2 each were not in fashion
then, and instead of paying $8 a dozen
! for carnaticns four inches across we bought
{ pinks about one inch in diameter at 50
cents or 76 cents a dozen. No one thought
| of snepending a floral canopy abovea dinner
table or of hanging floral portidres before
| the dining room doors.

HEYR

l HIMPLE ENTERTAINMENTS NOT IN FABHION.
! “Unfortunately simple entertainments are

not in fashion now, even young folk's
parties costing a tremendous sum. Take
| for example the ball given by Mrs. Watts
| Sherman at Sherry's the other day to in-
| troduce her two daughters to society.

“It is doubtful if anything so fine was
| ever before given for a débutante. Many
| of the guests remarked that with one or

two exceptions there had never been a
| costlier or handsomer entertainment given
,in New York. Hundreds of guests were
| present, including all the shining lights
| from the ranks of the débutantes up to
the ranks of the dowagers.

“Sherry's whole place was engaged for
| tie night. There were costly favors for
‘.ve,ry figure of the cotillon, which was
preceded and followed by an elaborate
 mypper.  The floral decorations were ex-
| quisite. I heard some one say that the

affair did not cost a cent less than $15,000.
[ am of the opinion it cost much more,

“My friend who spends about $2,000 a

I month for entertaining does not give balls
nor hire high priced soloists to amuse her
guests, nor does she give continuous house

| parties at her country house in the season,
nor take her friends off on trips in a private
car If she did probably $10,000 would
have to be added to her entertaining ac-
count.

“Last March [ took a party of six friends

with me on a trip to California and around
| home by way of Mexico in a private car.
We were gone not quite seven weeks, and
| the jaunt $6,000. This is almost a
common way of entertaining now.
“1 conld same dozens of my friends who
! never spend less than 850,000 a year for
| entertaining, and that does not include
the amount spent in keeping up their auto-
mobiles and other accessories, like an opera
hox and two or three out of town cottages,
which are maintained quite as much for
\ their friends as for their own diversion.”

Cost

WHEN $30,000 A YEAR IS LITTLE,

When these figures were quoted to a
' man whose expenditures are large, he
reflected a moment and then said slowly:
“Sinall, very small; that is, if one is esti-
mating the amount spent on his acquaint-
ances and friends by the very rich men of
{his city—the men who have built the couple
| of miles or so of palatial dwellings in the
| section above Central Park East and West,
| and most of whom count their fortunes away
[ up in the millions. In fact, 1 don't see
Lhow any one can separate the sum he or
-he =pends in entertaining from the sum
total of living expenses outside of clothes
perhans, for the reason that, willy nilly,
the wealthy are bound to entertain, and
their houses, furnishings, and equipages are
1acans to that end.  From that standpoint
$50,000 ix a mere bagatelle,
spatravagant? Why, certainly, society
i= getting (o bhe more extravagant every
Cmuipute. Entertainments which my  wife
thought very elegant ten years ago she
| turns her up at now. Her dinners
alone now cost ten times as much as they
aid then.
‘ “Of course | and a good many othera
"are able to stand the racket all right, but 1
[ often wonder how rome of my associates
[ manage to foot the hills their families run
"up for thissort of thing. 1 have done a good
bit of globe trotting of late years and there
can be no question but New York's wealthy

1Ose

is marriod to a titled Eogishiaan and w : i
{8 constantly invited t :" o ["" ho | people live more luxuriously and spend
mstant! mnmvi O court functions, | ST , N 5
When | was | on the other side U stopped | more l.nnl hly than the grandees of any
{ 1 other land.
to =ee Ler cne afterncon and found herp ¢ . i
dalibermting. «hloh ATt , | “When Americans go in for anything
) b " " they don't know how to pull up nor where
sghouie went hat nigad to a state affair . o i
The it . toulon Fart to stop. Take the automobile, for ex-
10 Ccosliines o =pread o on her bed . !
. o ample. Itis the Americans who now spend
a velvet, perhiaps a dozen vearsold, trirmined s :
Bion: miiporhi ARt antld sabinhrogaderas the biggest pile on them and demand the
S YV IACe, 1Y (Losat irocade ' . o 2
. e s UIVSgpest models in the market,
thing but new wl =he appealed to me for : q y §
help | “some New Yorkers are spending every
| year on motor cars alone what would have

“ ‘I don't
told her. “Why didn't you got a new gown
for such an mportant affar?  The one |
am going to wear is absolutely frosh.'

“She only laugnoed, called e extravagant
and chiose the velvet, in which she looked
impressive enough, but not in the top noich
of fa<hion

*Well, that the difference bhatwoan
English and American women of fashion,
The one will wear a gown ten years or morae,
wear it as long as it doesn't look actually
sbabby; the other hites to appear in the

think either is fit to be sean ' |

is

| been called a small fortune in the old days.
| But a manufacturer can tell more about
| that phase of New York extravagance than
can 1."

THE AUTO A8 A

“When the automobile first put in its
appearance most New York men, even the
richest, had only one,” said the manager
of a big automobile concern. “The rame
men now keep five or six. What is more,
saveral of New York's rich men have their
own garages and employ skilled machinists

f

MONEY BURNER.

by the year to do nothing but keep the ma-
chines in otder.

“It's all nonsense to say America hasn't
a leisuire class. That statement may have
held good twenty-flve yeard ago; it is not
true now. This company has been dealing
with New York's wealthy class for that many
years, and I have noticed in that gdime the
rapid multiplication of men of almost
entire leisure, by which I mean men who
drop in between 11 and 12 of a morning,
go away and reappear again about 3 o'clock
or a little later.

They have been downtown meanwhile
to look in at the Stock Exchange or attend
a board meeting or something like that,
which can scarcely be called hard work.
These men, or most of them, have at least
three automobiles—a four cylinder car, a
closed car for evening use and in bad
weather and a runabout. Frequently a
fourth car,smaller than the firat mentioned,
a brougham and a hansom are added to
their automobile outfit.

“The amount of money these men spend
yearly for automobiles is problematical.
No one knows but themselves. What most
of them demand is speed, consequently they
will pay almost any price for a new car pro=
vided it goes faster than the older makes.
Although $4,000 or $5000 will buy a first
class motor car, New York men will pay
as high as $20,000 for an imported machine
guaranteed to go like greased lightning.

“The cost of keeping four or five motor
cars is more than a novice would imagine.
Storage is $25 or $30 a month for each car,
exclusive of feeding the car—furnishing the
motive power. Two chauffeurs, at least,
at $100 a month each, are needed, and the
bills for repairs may reach several thou-
sands a year.

AUTOMOBILE ACCESS8ORIES COST MORE.

“Let the pole of a truck or a carriage
run into the back of a closed car and re-
raim may cost $1,000. A collision in front
s pretty mure to mean at least $150. Add
to this the expense of entering cars in a race,
which is rhe fad of the day.

“No one can say how much money the
Vanderbilt boys have sunk in buying auto-
mobiles and racing them. Take men like
Fred Bourne, who has built a private ga-
rage of brick and stone on expensive city
lots near the Park, and John Jacob Astor,
and $25,000 is a conservative figure to give
when estimating the amount of money
spent every year for automobiles. Mr.
Astor has a workshop down in Centre street,
He experiments all the time with motors of
all sorts; and there is Cornelius Vanderbilt,
too, who spends hours at a time working
away at motors in his own workshop.

“The fittings, furnishings, trimmings of
automobiles get more eluborate and hand-
somer every day, but they don't begin to
keep pace with the splendor of the fur
coata and gowns and jewels of the women
who come here to look at automobiles and
who own some of those stored in the ga-
rage. They make me open my eyes in
amazement, and I am not easily amazed.

“I have never before seen anvthing like
the fur garments worn commonly by nearly
every woman who comes in and the cost
of which, I imagine, would make the price
of an ordinary automobile seemn like 30
cents. There has been a wonderful change
in the style and richness of woman's cloth-
ing even since the bicycle craze of ten or
a dozen years ago, when fashionable women
by droves used to come to us for a machine.
It's all in keeping, I suppose, with the grow-
ing proportions of our lsisure class.”

INCREASBED COBT OF DRESS,

When one of the so called smart set was
asked for an opinion as to the relative
cost of a fashionable woman's wardrobe
now and a score of years back, she answered
reminiscently:

“Strange that question ghould be put to
me. It was exactly twenty years ago

that one day when in a small company |

of friends 1 asked an older woman, who
was looked up to as an authority in dress,
how much money she thought a woman
in fashionable society need spend in order
to be suitably gowned, and I remember
her answer was that, taking one year
with another, she could manage well on
$1,000 per annum.

“On another occasion about

ten years

ago the rame question came up at a luncheon, |

and one of the guests remarked that $3,000
a year was all that a fashionable woman
need spend for wearing apparel. Now
here ir the question again, when it is harder
than ever to answer,

“In fact it ix impossible to answer that
question offhand, for the reason that in these
days it is not so much a question of what
a woman needs to spend as of what ~he
thinks she needs to spend. In other words,
the attitude of most society women now is
not how much they can save on clothes or

the least sum with which they can manage |
to present a suitable appearance, but how |

much money they can get hold of to spend
on their wardrobe.

“Tt is true that ten years ago some women
did make quite an elegant appearance on
$3,000 a year. To-day a society woman's
lingerie, negligees and slippers alone cost
that much often.

“This may not be right. I am not de-
fending it. I frankly admit that New York
society women are getting to he outrage-
ously extravagant. At the rame time they
need ten times as many clothes as their
grandmothers needed, for the reason that
they entertain continuously and are on
dress parade all the time.

“Besides this, the standard of e'egance in
drese has gone up tremendously. Who
considers a black rilk dress elegant now?
No one, not even a housekeecper. One
elegant costume and a few quite plain ones
were considered sufficient for a fashionable
woman of olden times, whereas now
fashionable gowns must all be elegant and
they must include costumes suitable for
morning, afternoon, evening, for formal
and informal occasions,

“Instead of a woman having one gown
suitable for dinnees and the opera, she must
have at least ten such gowns to get through
the reason without looking shabby. At
least, I find I must have that many. Of
course it all depends on the rtandpoint.

I don't care to wear the same gown more |

than half a dozen times in a reason, and [
have friends who will not wear the same
costume oftener than three or four times.

THE FASHIONABLE WOMAN'S WARDROBE.

“The cost of a handsome dinner or opera
gown? Anywhere from $300 to $700. Real
lace will bring the price in some cases up
to $1,000. Average eight evening gowns at
$400 and $3,200 is gone at onoe. Add to them
eight more evening gowns for the Newport
season or the season at any watering place
and there goes another $3,200, and nothing
done about reception and street costumes,
tea gowns, cloaks, wraps, furs and hats,
either.

“There are plenty of tea gowns seen in
New York drawing rooms which cost $500
each or more. The materials are the
most exquisite of foreign fabrics, hand
wrought and trimmed with superb lace;
and one tea gown doesn't make a season's
outfit by any means.

“Very few of the carriage and reception
gowns worn by fashionable women cost
less than $300. No, the price is not ex-
orbitant. The fabrics used in such creations
Justify the prioe.

“Many of the smart street costumes con-

sisting of a cloth skirt and short coat cost
almost as much if wade by the hest cos-
tumers, and a well dressed woman must
have at least two of the latter and four
reception gowns in her outfit. Thix means
an outlny of at least $1,200, to which sum
add another thousand for tea gowns and
lingerie,

“Five hundred dollars is not an exorbi-
tant price for an opera cloak, and Lha two
long carringe clonks which are necessary
in addition to the opera cloak will cost from
$100 to $200 ench, the price depending largely
i on whether they are trimmed or not with
expensive fur,

“Then the women who go to a Southern
resort when Lent sets in must get a fresh
summer wardrobe, including at the least

!
|

and practically duplicate this wardrobe
afresh for the summer campaign, because
there is no one place on earth where a
woman's clothes get old so quickly as at a
resort like Palm Beach, forexample, A three
or four weeks stay at a place like that will
leave one's gowna looking like old duds.”

AT LEAST £10,000 A YEAR FOR CLOTHES,

New York woman can dress on?”

“A woman who attends the opera, goes to
dinners, entertains and is entertained con-
stantly cannot, in my opinion, manage on
lega than $10,000, and then she will have to
ecrimp. I have one friend who manages
with 85,000, she says, hut ghe told me, in
confidence, it was never possible for her
"to order more than eight new gowns in
the spring and the same number in the
fall, and that she couldn't think of getting a
new fur coat or jacket oftener than once in
two or three years, which must be a trial,
eongidering how very fashionable short
jackets of all sorts of furs are this winter.”

“How much do you spend for clothes in a
year?"

“Generally in the neighborhood of $20,000,
which does not cover, of conrse, jewels or
some sets of furs., For example, my hus-
band gave me a $20,000 sable coat and muff
for a Christmas present, A big price, yes,
but any furrier will explain that sables cost
{ twice as much as they did ten years ago,
and are scarce at that.”

WOMEN WITH $50,000 WORTH OF FURS,

In contrasting the expenditures of the
fashionable woman of to-day with her
predecessor of twenty years ago a New
York furrier said that among his customers
are wonien who own $50,000 worth of furs
and that twenty-five years ago the woman
who owned a weal coat trimmed with sea
| otter valued at 8500 thought she had some-
| thing quite worth while.

“We find ready sale for Russian sable
coats worth $20,000," said he. *“There are a
few in the city which cost $40,000, We sell
a very great number of sable sets at $£5,000
to $10,000 each.

“To bhe sure, twenty years ago furs cost
| only about half as much as they cost now,
therefore customers got twice as much
for their money. Nevertheless, it
the exception then for even a
ionable woman to have more than one
fur garment or set of furs, and of these
she took such care that when it was dampor
rainy she was chary of putting them on.

“To-day, many fashionable women have
ten or twelve sots, and four or five sets s
about the minimum number.  We have sold
sets of ermine, chinchilla, black fox, bahy
lamb and mink and sable, all to one person
this winter. Some of our customers have
bought Fton fur jackets with muff and stole
to match as if they were made out of
cretonne.”

“But,” it was suggested, “these furs will
last a long time, surely? The wearers will
not be likely to want anything more in the
fur line next winter?”

“It used to be like that, but not now,"
was the answer. “Old fashioned people
took great care of their furs, As soon as
the spring came they were swathed in
laver after layer of paper, lastly a sheat, and
then packed carefully in a box, and they
didn't mind at all wearing a fur garment
! rubibed at the edge or faded a trifle,

‘ “Not so the woman of fashion now.
|
|

fash-

She takes no care whate ver of her furs
and for the reason that she travels about
ro much, going tocold climates in summer,
and vice versa, that she keeps her furs
in commission all the time.  Women with
handsome neck pieces of sable show them
off at seaside resorts all summer long
i and by October1, sometimes sooner, they
get out muffs and fur jackets ’

“Such treatment as this tells on even
the best of furs, which in less than a year
begin to look jaded ;
with the fashionable New York woman,
who refuses to wear a fur garment, no
matter how much it cost, which is a bhit
off color even, let alone rubbed at the edges.
Neither will she wear it if the cut happens
to be behind the top notch of style; and,
of course, 1n fur garments as in &ilk or
cloth costumes there are new styles every
year '

“Few of the wealthiest of our patrons
care to have the average run of furs made
over, preferring to select the newest de-

every season, This is one reason why
New York women of means spend twenty
times as much on their furs as did the
wealthiest women twenty years ago.”
SALES TO SECOND HAND DEALERS,
“What becomes of all the costly gowns,
| hats, furs and cloaks which society turns
down after a few wearings?" an opera hox
owner was asked
“Sometimes they

are given away by
i trunkfuls; oftener they are sold to second
hand dealers for a fraction of what they
! cokt,” she replied, “Every spring and fall
[ many of my friends send for a dealer, who
ocomes and IHNPH‘IN a dozen or more cos-
tumes, hats and cloaks, and a bargain
is struck for the lot then and there

“Most second hand dealers pretend to

new, which happens occasionally, 1
relf
once because it was unbecoming., The
proceeds of a sale like this often are enough
to purchase one or two new imported
costumes.”

my-

INDEXING YOUR SCRAP BOOKS.

It Takes hut Litude Time and It May Save
Much Wastefrul Labor.

“When I started keeping a scrap book,®
said a man who writes things for a living,
“a wise friend of mine advised me to index
it as 1 went along.

“He told me that when [ pasted up the
stuff in the book it would take only a minute
or two more to make the proper entries
at the back, and that I would find this
index a time saver and a very great con-
venience.

*I knew that this was wise advice, but
] didn't heed it. I had only one serap
book and I thought I could remember
what was in it and where to find it, and so
I didn't bother about the index. [ started
my second book in the same slack way,
and so, I confess, I have continued ever
since.

“Now I have a pile of scrap books all
unindexed, and when I want to find any-
thing in them I have to hunt for it—time
taking and brain wearing work.

“Long ago 1 began to wish that I had
follow my wise friend's advice, and
for the benefit of those who have the coura
to act on it I now repeat what he said {:
me: Index your scrap booka.”

was |
T unheard

THE NEW WOHAN NOT 50 NE.

PP

l OTHERS BEFORE HER DAY BOTH

gix or eight hata and as many parasols, |

“What is the minimum sum a farhionable |

{

| the same time honored
of the women of their day, that

DRANK AND SWORE.

If They Didn't Smoke It Was Because It
Was the Fashion to Take Snuff Instead
—Etlquette of “Taking Wine With a
Gentieman' Half a Century Ago.

The reactionaries who find fault with
the new woman on general principles now
persist in accusing her of learning to drink,
smoke and swear. The charge has a horrid
sound and the friends of liberty who would
defend the new woman at all hazards say
that she does not do such things at all,
or at any rate not enough to hurt her, and
that there is no harm in them anyway.

It is not the purpose of this article to
support either party. It is proposed merely
to show that the new woman in these matters
ad in others is not quite »o new as she is
painted and that if a reactionary goes back
far enough he will dikcover that there is
nothing new under the sun.

As generation succeeds to generation
nach is gravely assured that “Times are

Perhaps the most curious revelations of
all are to be found on the question of
women's drinking, It is often raid that
the reason women are accused of drinking
| more than they use or ought to is that
they do not hesitate now to drink in restan-
rants and hotel dining rooms, a thing which
they would formerly have shrunk from,
This sounds so reasonable that a neen nto
an old book of etiquette 18 qulte a
shock,

Not ro very eld either, for it wias written
in 1853 by the redoubtable Miss Le<lie of
Godey'n Raok fame,
Our extraoct is from
the rules for be-

indispensable of follies for men with an
accompaniment of courtly ceremonial,
Women apparently dared to adopt the
custom very much as they now smoke,
gome because they really liked it, others
hecause it made them piquant, Hear what
is written to the Spectator about the wornen
who encroached upon this masculine pre-
rogative:

Mi. SpreTATOR: T have writ to you three
or four times, to desire you would take netice
of an impertinent custoin the women, the fine
women, have lately fallen into of taking
annff.  This silly trick is attended with such a
coquette alr in some ladies, and such a redate
masculine onn in others, that I cannot tell
which most to complain of. Mra, Saunter is
g0 lmpatient of being without it that she
takes It as often as she does salt at meals;
the pretty creature her nicce does all she
can to be as disagreeable as her aunt,

The very plain speaking at this point
would be too much for sensitive modern
ears, The writer himself rays:

This is perhaps not a very courtly image
in speaking of ladies: but where arises the
offonce” s it in those who commit or those
who, ohserve it?  As for myself, I have been
8o extremely disgusted with this filthy physle
hanging on the lip, that the most agreeable
conversation or person has not been able to

not what they used to be," and as each | make up for it. Asto those who take it for
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/ ) [ =) l‘ \ ' havior at a hotel or boarding housa
/ A - table and begins with the startling state-
’7 Sk ment that “it was formerly considered
L- ill manners to refuse to tiake wine with

e = gentlemen,”

IT WAS FORMERLY THOUGHT ILL MANNERS It goes on to say that “Now that tha
TO REFUSE TO TAKE WINE WITH fortunate increase of temperance has
CENTLEMEN. induced so many to abjure eniiel: the .o
of all liquors it is no longer an offence to
| decline these invitations, and if you ara
| no other end bt to give themselves occasion | acquainted with or have been introduced
| for pretty action, or to fill up little intervals | to him, not else, you rmay comply with
. | of discotirse, | can bear with theni but then | his civility and when both glasses cre fillod
\' ”.“"\. “'“:l NOg Mk ok W hen another is speaking | pow the head and taste the wine, [t s
who ottghit to be heard with too much respect not customary in America for a ladv 1o

new crop of grumblers develops they find

! have departed from the excellences of their

signs and combinations of furs in the market |

mothers to practise new and previously |
follies, especially |

of faults and
in the matter of dress. In the complaining
words of the good Thomas Campian, which
sound like an epitaph

Dates of vore, coutended more

In goodnesse to vxeeede,

Then in pride 1o be envie'd

For that which best they neeld,

thongh how tha “extravagant queen® of
one generation can become in the eyes of
the next a model of thrift and discretion
in one of those conundrums to which no-
body knows the answer.

However, the sin of “newfangilness of
geir” is such a becoming one and so charm-
ingly feminine withal that it is usually
regarded with a certain kindly toleration.

Does the reactionary to-day find fault
with the twentiath century woman for
learning to drink, awear and smoke becausa
he considers these things inherently vicious?
Probably not, but they are special maseuline
indulgences, a littla unpleasant in some
ways, and 20 quite unfeminine accordingto
the nineteenth century notion of femininity
which decread that woman should be ex-
quisite, delicate, gentle and altogether on
a higher spiritual plane than man.

The watchword of feminine rospecta-
bility was *Avoid the appearance of evil.”
To-day we replace it with “Evil to him who
evil thinks,"” because we are all for broad-
ness and toleration, and women would much
rather be good fellows than angelic beings.

So much for the difference in the point of
view, a thing to which reactionaries are
proverbially blind. When those same cap-
tious souls tell you that neither your mother

{ nor your grandmothers nor your great-

This seals their fate |
|

pay a third of the original cost of a gown, |
but they never do unless it ix absolutely

have sold a gown after wearing it |
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grandmothers swore or smoked thay speak
truth. Not only would it have been very
shocking for them to do either, but it was
aven considered insulting [or a man to
amoke or gwear in their presence.

If we take a few backward steps into

the eighteenth century, however, no such |

squeamishness is anparent, The stately
patched and powdered danies of that era
swore with all the easy unconsciousiess
of a man. Such little phrases as “My devil
of a horse is as lame as a dog”and “Pray,
now. who the devil would not he happy with
a pretty place?” are frequently found in the
familiar letters of fashionable women

In Anglo-Saxon countries women with
any pretentions to gentility did not smoke
until these latter days, but surely snuff
taking is almost the same thing in effect,

and in the eight-enth century ladies took |

snuff. a habit vhich is now thought filthy
and disgusting in the extreme,

The time was when smoking was vulgar
and snuff taking the most fashionable and

—

ONE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

At Least, Says the Patient Man, ¥t Cured
Folks of Telilng Thelr Troubles.

“I'm no Christian Secientist,” said the
patient looking man to the drug store
man, “but I think Christian Scienoce i
doing a whole lot of good in the world.”

“How.," growled the drug store man.
“What good is it doing? Svoiling honest
men's business.”

«But it's bringing a whole lot of peace
and happiness into the world, too, Doc,
take my word for it."”

*Thought you said you weren't a Chris-
tian Scientist? How is it bringing peace
and happiness into the world?”

“By shutting off the poor health bhore.

| Why. the peace that I've had in my family

since my folks took up Christian Scienoce
would put the peace oconference out of
ocomniission.

“Faet,” said thke patient looking indi-
vidual, “I've been married thirty-three
years, and 1 don't believe there has been
a week during all that time, until my wife
went into Science, that she didn't tell me
every day about her headache or her back-
ache or her nerves or her dyspepsia or
her cough. Then there wus my mother-
in-law; she had sciatica, and my Aunt
Jane had consumption. My partner had
indigestion, and he did love to talk ab t
it. Old man Jenkins, my next door neign-
Lbor, had rheumatism, and | never could
get him around to talking about fixing
up the line fence or repairing the paving,

becauss he was that absorbed in telling |

me about his rheumatism, Our hired girl

waa subjeot to neuralgia, our butcher had

liver ocomplaint, and the school teacher

that boards with. us, suffered with insomnia;

and I tell you the plain truth, Doc, that
L

-

FARASNERE ¥,

plaints to make |
women |

CURE, |

to admit of offering at that time from hand
to hand the spuff-box 3t Flavilla is so far
taken with her benavior in this kind that she
pulls out her box, which is indeed full of good
Brazil, in the middle of the _
sermon ;. and to show that she

empty her glass, or indeed at a hotel or
boarding house to take wine with the sara
gentleman after the first day. Next ting

_he asks politely refus,
simply desiring him to ex.

higw the audacity of a well-bred | cuse you, and if he is a
F \is SR he 3

““'“dl'll she "'“" ittothe tnen true gentleman he will re.
as well 4= the wormen who sip >

ard y refusi t

| near her, but as all the world gard (i:”-) fll] al in I_‘

knows she hasa fine hand L am [l.ru])l r Hgnt and not pers

gist. We have often at a

wive hersell
the mat-

in hopes she may

no further trouble in public table regretted to see

ter.  On Sunday was seven- ladies in daily practioe of

night, when they came about taking wine with the same

for tha offering she gave her gentleman as often as in-
]
|
1
l
]

| o

vited. This daily practioa

{8 improper, indelicate ani

we will say mean, for wina

i8 expensive amd no ladv

should every day place hoer-

! self under the same obl-

ONE TOOK SNUFF, THE OTHER SMOKES, BOTH tionto the same gentlenan

GUILTY OF SWEARING. even for a single glass,
“On no constderation lve
—“ - T T . any lady be persiuided

|

| take two glasses of champagne. It is maormn
| than the head of an American female can
| bear.”

| charity with a very good air but at the same
time asked the church warden if he would
| have a pinch
|

! What is an innocent little cigarette ' Here's a state of things which fow of us
smoked in a restauran! compared with | dreamedof! Perhapswearenot deteriorats
| such a display as this? ing so much after all!
|
between the lot of them 1 was plumb l a symptom or a sickness it not only jave

ashamed to mention my little attack of | it a fresh hold over them, but it gave oil
bronehitis that kept me abed for most a @ Mr. Disease a brand new lease of Iifv >0 s
month this fall. | he could rush out and tackle some or!
“If one of 'em wasn't at it the other one | unfortunate. He allowed that if
wis, and our house was that filled np with | stop talking and thiniing about
liniment and cough medicine and mustard | for a while disease would vanish fron
plasters and pill boxes that there wasn't | world and we'd all be well and happy
room for anything else " *Well sir, you'd just ought to =o¢
“Yes," said the drug store man mourn- | change that's come over our neighb
fully; “ves, you folks usad to be right good | Every time grandma begins o dr
customers,” sciatica she chokes up like she'd
“Good customers,” yelled the hor front teeth and goes to ta
looking individual. *Good customers! the weather. Ma, she's just a
I should smile. Every dollar I made went = that she ever did have head
for doctor bills and” medicine. If there Alviry has stopped telling about hevnes
was anything left over, we ate, If there | &g and has gota new bean ™
wasn't, we sat around the table and talked “Hub," said the drug store san
about our ailments.  Oh, it was great sport, ully.  “Did this Christinn Scienee
all right. If we didn't discuss ma's head- | cure ‘em?” .
| ache we talked about Alviry's neuralgia, or “l don’t know whether at did o
Aunt Jane's cough, or the teaclier's insom- said the patient looking individua
nia, and if thos» subjects failed there was | himself to a cigar, “but it did oe
| always grandma’s sciatica to fall back on. S T
“Sometimes, when I got a little bit tired FEW AUSTRALIANS NPT
hearing all about the home symptoms I .
went over to call on neighbor Jenkins,and ~©@ne Part of the Worl Which Doesit Apit
he regaled me by telling me his, and his wife, Its Sons to Amerles
:l‘lm:ll)l(')‘llll“'\:‘grmli‘(‘*lrl\“1; \\‘;)IHH:I.WOH]l: ln:‘l tmu | There are only a fow Aus=tralig
: s ‘ous troubie, and what a i 5 \ :
number of diseases her father had, and what | Jrg thrm'u‘huu! ol that
a lingering death he had died and vheic TIARERT b e ot
" ' of the otficial bulletine thoyv o
MSometimes 1odidn’t  sleep very  well | hehoad of “unelassitied.
nights, and then when I vient down to the | " rpycriiare in New Yok city fo-- !

|

b=

3

patient
Well,

1"
(2

vohpes

offire in the morning there was my partner | i '
lr\'m.l in wait 1'1.1]' me to tell me alt about how | :},‘.::t:'{ll‘l.']‘,m»il"m?””:ll"." ‘;:{‘.“ e
13 dinner had disageee ith i s 3 bl
t:“:'.)m I f greed with him the night born in Australia during the o
“Well." sai ; N ; residence of their parents.  One -
ell," said the drug store man, “didn't | jg that of Mme, Melbe, the prina

you sympathize with them?”

“Sympiathize with 'em? T sympathized
with 'em until 1 was nothing but =kin and
bone."

“Well, what happened to stop it?" asked
the drug store man.

“A Christian Science lecturer struck our l
neighborhood. A lot of the folks wencto |
hear him and he put it up to them that it
was a rank rin to scatter disease thoughts
through the world by talking about it,
He said that every time they mentioned

who was born in Melbouree,
in 1868, though her home is 1 b

The only eity in the country
there i8 any considerable pomie
tralians is San Francisco, 1w
are about a thousand, Chica
300, and Qaklana, a suburn of
cisco, 260. Once avery vear the A
in New York city assemble [ te
meeting, and it is found u-udiv Rl
larger number of those preseut are fraved
Australians,

|




